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Preamble

We, the Constitutional Law Coalition, recognize the profound importance of common law as a
cornerstone of justice, liberty, and societal order. Rooted in centuries of legal tradition and judicial
wisdom, common law represents a dynamic and adaptable system that ensures fairness, equity, and
the protection of individual rights. In an era where statutory law, administrative regulations, and
international legal frameworks increasingly encroach upon this tradition, we declare our commitment
to the preservation, expansion, and revitalization of common law principles. This manifesto outlines
our beliefs, principles, and objectives in the defense and promotion of common law as an essential
element of governance and justice.

. The Essence of Common Law

Common law is a body of unwritten laws based on precedents established by judicial decisions over
centuries. Unlike statutory law, which is rigid and codified, common law evolves organically, reflecting
the lived experiences of individuals and societies. It is a system that values judicial interpretation,
allowing for laws to be applied flexibly and justly in a wide variety of contexts. We believe that
common law, with its reliance on judicial precedent and its capacity for adaptability, offers the most
equitable and just legal framework, one that respects both tradition and the need for legal evolution in
response to societal change.

Principles:

1. Judicial Interpretation and Precedent. Common law relies on the wisdom of judges who interpret
and apply legal principles based on past rulings. This creates a legal system that is both consistent
and adaptable, allowing for nuanced judgments that reflect the complexities of individual cases.

2. Organic Legal Development: Common law grows and evolves with society, ensuring that legal
principles remain relevant and responsive to contemporary challenges. This organic development
contrasts with the static nature of statutory law, which can become outdated or overly rigid.

3. Protection of Individual Rights: Common law has a long history of protecting individual liberties
against the encroachments of state power. Through the careful application of precedents, common
law ensures that justice is served in a manner that respects the rights and dignity of every person.

4. Balancing Tradition and Progress: While grounded in historical precedents, common law is not
bound by them. It allows for the reinterpretation of legal principles in light of new circumstances,
ensuring that the law remains a living, breathing entity that serves the needs of all.



Il. The Threats to Common Law

In recent times, common law faces significant challenges from statutory law, administrative
regulations, and international legal frameworks. These forces often impose rigid, one-size-fits-all
solutions that do not account for the complexities of human behavior and societal change. The rise of
statutory law, in particular, has led to a legal system that prioritizes codification over judicial wisdom,
undermining the flexibility and fairness that are hallmarks of common law.

Challenges:

1. Statutory Overreach: The proliferation of statutory law has led to a legal environment where
judicial discretion is increasingly curtailed. Statutes often fail to account for the unique circumstances
of individual cases, leading to outcomes that may be legally correct but unjust in practice.

2. Administrative Regulation: The expansion of administrative law has resulted in a bureaucratic
legal system that prioritizes efficiency over justice. Administrative agencies, often unaccountable to
the public, wield significant power to create and enforce regulations that bypass the traditional
common law process.

3.International Legal Frameworks: The imposition of international laws and regulations can conflict
with common law traditions, particularly in areas related to human rights, trade, and environmental
protection. These frameworks often prioritize global uniformity over the unique legal traditions of
common law jurisdictions.

4. Codification and Civil Law Influence: The trend towards codification and the adoption of civil law
principles in common law countries threatens the adaptability of common law. Civil law systems, with

their emphasis on comprehensive legal codes, can lead to a more rigid application of the law, stifling

the creativity and flexibility that common law provides.

lll. The Case for Common Law

We believe that the preservation and promotion of common law are essential for a just and equitable
society. Common law, with its emphasis on judicial interpretation and precedent, offers a legal system
that is uniquely suited to addressing the complexities of modern life. By allowing judges to interpret
the law in light of new circumstances, common law ensures that justice is not only consistent but also
responsive to societal change.

Benefits:

1. Flexibility and Adaptability: Common law's reliance on judicial precedent allows for a legal
system that can adapt to new challenges without the need for constant legislative intervention. This
flexibility is crucial in a rapidly changing world, where new technologies and social norms require a
legal system that can keep pace.

2. Judicial Independence: Common law upholds the independence of the judiciary, ensuring that
legal decisions are made based on the merits of each case rather than political or bureaucratic
pressures. This independence is vital for maintaining the integrity of the legal system and protecting
individual rights.



3. Protection of Liberties: Common law has a long tradition of protecting individual rights and
liberties, often in the face of state or corporate power. By emphasizing the importance of precedent
and judicial interpretation, common law ensures that these rights are upheld in a consistent and fair
manner.

4. Historical Continuity: Common law provides a sense of continuity with the past, allowing societies
to build on a rich tradition of legal thought and practice. This continuity is essential for maintaining the

rule of law and ensuring that legal principles remain grounded in a shared history.

IV. Call to Action

In light of the challenges facing common law, we call for a renewed commitment to the principles and
practices that have made it a cornerstone of justice and liberty. This manifesto is a call to action for
legal professionals, policymakers, and citizens alike to advocate for the preservation and revitalization
of common law in our legal systems.

Objectives:

1. Advocacy for Judicial Independence: We call for the protection of judicial independence against
encroachments from statutory and administrative law. Judges must be free to interpret the law based
on precedent and the merits of individual cases, without interference from political or bureaucratic
pressures.

2. Promotion of Legal Education: We advocate for the education of legal professionals and the
public on the importance of common law principles. A deeper understanding of common law is
essential for its preservation and continued relevance in a modern legal context.

3. Resistance to Codification: We oppose the trend towards the codification of legal principles in
common law jurisdictions. While statutory law has its place, it should not replace the flexibility and
adaptability of common law.

4. Support for Judicial Review: We call for the strengthening of judicial review as a means of
ensuring that statutory and administrative laws are applied in a manner consistent with common law
principles. Judicial review is a vital tool for protecting individual rights and ensuring that laws are
interpreted fairly and justly.

Conclusion

The Common Law Manifesto is a declaration of our commitment to the preservation, expansion, and
revitalization of common law principles. We believe that common law offers the most just and
equitable legal framework, one that balances tradition with progress and ensures the protection of
individual rights. In an era of increasing legal complexity, common law remains a vital tool for
maintaining the rule of law and ensuring that justice is served. We call on all those who value liberty
and justice to join us in this effort, to advocate for the principles of common law, and to ensure that
this ancient legal tradition continues to serve as a beacon of fairness and equity in the modern world.



DECLARATION

The Constitutional Law Coalition recognizes the profound importance of common law as the bedrock
upon which justice, liberty, and societal order have been built. Common law, with its roots extending
deep into centuries of legal tradition, represents a system that has evolved through the accumulation
of judicial decisions and the wisdom of generations. Unlike statutory law, which is often rigid and
prescriptive, common law is inherently dynamic and adaptable. It is a living body of principles that
respond to the needs of society while ensuring fairness and equity. Through the application of
precedent, common law protects individual rights, fosters consistency in legal judgments, and
upholds the rule of law. In the face of the growing complexity of modern governance, where statutory
law, administrative regulations, and international legal frameworks increasingly dominate, the
Constitutional Law Coalition affirms its commitment to the enduring value of common law. We believe
that it is not merely a relic of the past but a vital, evolving framework that must be preserved and
strengthened to ensure justice in the present and future.

As we navigate the challenges of the 21st century, the encroachment of statutory law and
administrative regulations threatens to overshadow the principles of common law. These statutory
frameworks, often created in response to specific issues or crises, can sometimes lack the flexibility
and nuance that common law offers. The rise of international legal frameworks further complicates
the legal landscape, imposing standards that may not always align with the principles of fairness and
equity embedded in common law traditions. The Constitutional Law Coalition sees these trends as a
call to action. We are dedicated to resisting the erosion of common law principles by advocating for
their integration into modern legal systems. We seek to educate the public, legal professionals, and
policymakers about the critical role that common law plays in safeguarding individual liberties and
ensuring that justice is not merely a matter of compliance with regulations but a process of reasoned
deliberation grounded in centuries of legal wisdom.

Our commitment to the preservation, expansion, and revitalization of common law principles is not
merely theoretical; it is a call to practical action. We aim to engage with all branches of government,
the judiciary, legal academia, and civil society to promote the principles of common law. We will work
to ensure that common law continues to inform the interpretation and application of statutory law,
preventing the latter from becoming an instrument of arbitrary power. Furthermore, we will advocate
for the reinvigoration of legal education, emphasizing the importance of common law traditions in
shaping just and equitable societies. By fostering a deeper understanding and appreciation of
common law, we seek to empower individuals to assert their rights and hold governments
accountable. The Constitutional Law Coalition envisions a future where common law principles are
not only preserved but are also dynamically adapted to meet the challenges of our time, ensuring that
justice remains a cornerstone of governance and societal order.
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